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A Word from the Principal 

Welcome to the Term 2 Newsletter. 

It has been a really busy term that 

has flown by.  

• Our wonderful HPE teacher 

Chelsea had her baby girl 

early in May.  Both Chelsea 

and bub are doing really well. 

• We welcomed Laurena to our 

Support Team.  Laurena’s role 

will be Attendance and Inclu-

sion Support Worker.  Please 

help to make Laurena feel 

welcome. 

• Our Annual Cross Country was 

a gorgeous afternoon down 

at the park.  The students en-

joyed the sunshine and fresh 

air whether they walked or 

ran the course.  Some of our 

babies also joined us for the 

afternoon. 

• A group of very brave young 

ladies went to the Queen 

Street Mall to the Gathering, 

where they modelled recy-

cled fashion and shared their 

views on environmental issues.  

They really made us proud the 

way they  represented 

Southside! 

• Our House Cup is going well, 

with Nova still in the lead over 

Freeman and Goolagong.  

Well done to all the students 

who have contributed points 

to our annual house competi-

tion.  

• Our 80% + Attendance lunch 

and excursion were well re-

ceived by students.  Congrat-

ulations to Sarah C for winning 

the Grand Prize of an Oodie! 

• Our Annual Restaurant Day 

was a big hit, with the theme 

of Alice in Wonderland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we arrive at the halfway 

mark for the school year, I re-

ally want to give a shout out 

to our wonderful staff at 

Southside:  the office ladies, 

the Youth Workers, the Sup-

port Team, the teachers, our 

IT person,  our Grounds per-

son, our kitchen staff and the 

Leadership team.  The staff 

come to work every day, with 

a smile and positive attitude, 

ready to  make the educa-

tion journey of our students 

the best one possible.  Thank 

you, Team Southside! 

I hope you enjoy our second 

newsletter of the year.  It is full 

of all the wonderful things 

that we do so well at 

Southside, with our exception-

al young ladies as our focus.  I 

look forward to working with 

you all in Term 3! 

Leann Faint 

Principal 
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80%+ ATTENDANCE REWARDS  80%+ ATTENDANCE REWARDS  
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RESTAURANT DAY 
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FASHION PARADE 

Fashion Parade Queen Street Mall Wednesday 5th May 2021 

Transition class students were hard at work in preparations for our major recycled fashion parade event that 

took place in the Queen Street Mall on Wednesday 5th May this year. Transition students worked tirelessly to put 

together a range of recycled fashion items that we could celebrate and show. This recycled parade was about 

creating an awareness of the huge amount of fashion items that end up in landfill, across the world.  

Students recycled pre-loved clothing items such as denim jeans, shirts, and fabric to create pieces using our 

sewing machines and imagination to create very handy bags, fashion conscious face masks given our current 

COVID calamity, car bags, jewelry pieces and a poncho layered with emu feathers. As part of our presentation 

students researched the impacts of fast fashion on our environment and developed some important statistical 

information that was incorporated into the show. A big Congratulations to all our creative students for bringing 

an awareness of our environmental responsibilities in conjunction with their creative skills and carefully guided 

by our incredible staff Aunty Adelaide, Aunty Riki and Amanda. Well done everyone. 
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CULTURAL BURNING 

CULTURAL BURNING 

It was an honour to be a part of a Cultural burnoff 

guided by the Fire Lore team at Maryvale on 

Wednesday 9th June 2021. Students and staff trav-

elled the highway with the Aboriginal and Islander 

Independent Community School aka the Murri School 

and Hymba Yumba students and staff to participate 

and witness the importance of cultural burning on our 

land and country. Fire Lore custodians spoke to stu-

dents about the important ways in which the burn off 

creates new life and new beginnings for the land and 

the animals in the area. The experience was so im-

portant for our First Nations students’ connections to 

place and space and to be reminded of the special 

place they occupy as Custodians of Country. A big 

Thank you to the Fire Lore team and the community 

campaigners who understand the vital significance of 

these processes for all our communities and the bene-

fits to our natural landscape.  

Aunty Nicole and Aunty Adelaide 
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TRANSITION CLASS 

Transition Class 

Our Transition Class was designed to allow new stu-

dents to familiarize themselves with our school, our 

staff and the general layout of the school itself. We 

started Term 2 knowing that we had a short 9-week 

term and were ready for the adventure it would bring. 

We have been very busy in Transition with our first port 

of call being the preparations and hard work involved 

in creating, developing, and displaying our recycled 

fashions in the Queen Street Mall on Wednesday 5th 

May 2021. Much of our work in Transition is Project 

Based learning. This allows us an opportunity to see 

the skills and knowledges that students are willing to 

share. We have been amazed at the understanding 

and insights that students provide in building projects 

together. 

The next major event during this term was Reconcilia-

tion Week. Reconciliation week starts each year on 

the 26th May – Sorry Day, 27th May – celebrates the 

anniversary of the 1967 Referendum which was about 

counting First Nations peoples in the census and culmi-

nates in the final day on Mabo Day - 3 June which 

recognizes the incredible efforts of Eddie ‘Koiki’ Ma-

bo’s 10 yearlong goliath battle in the High Court of 

Australia in an effort to claim ownership of Murray  Is-

land for Torres Strait Islander people in the Torres Strait.  

Transition students busied themselves with creating 

posters, asking questions and creating an awareness 

of this historical event in our recent collective history. 

Transition students led a campaign across the school 

to commit to being a part of reconciliatory processes 

by making a statement of action about what they 

could do as individuals to shine a light on discrimina-

tion, racism and stereotypes. Students created a ‘wall 

of hands’ with each hand containing a message from 

students and staff about their own promise of action. 

Aunty Nicole and Riki 
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Finally, amid our numeracy and literacy commitments 

students began work on playing their part in our 

Term’s event Restaurant Day with a Mad Hatter’s Tea 

Party theme. Transition students brainstormed ways 

we could add to the story. We created several float-

ing teacups which were a team effort. The teacups 

are adorned with flowers but involved some key con-

cepts in their design including the importance of the 

centre of gravity in the construction of each piece. 

Students busied themselves in making whimsical and 

fantastical card table displays that showed their skills 

in teamwork, communication, and project timelines 

and completion. A big congratulations to all of the 

new students who have made their way into the Tran-

sition class and been willing to share their own insights 

in growing our class discussions and debate. Thank 

you also to Aunty Riki and Neil for all of your help in 

making many of our projects happen. Aunty Nicole 
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YEAR 12 

ENGLISH 

This term in Year 12 English we have been working on 

a theme about ‘Language that Influences’. This has 

meant the students have been studying the way vo-

cabulary and language devices influence and per-

suade people. We have particularly looked at the 

role of language devices and text structures, which 

are both used to influence an audience. The second 

theme for this semester has been how media influ-

ences, so various media and social media texts have 

been investigated and analysed for their positioning 

devices. 

Another field of investigation has been in visual litera-

cy, where students scrutinize how media images have 

been purposefully designed and created to influence 

audiences. The class has been involved in analysing 

many pictures to understand how devices and struc-

tures in the images are used to position the reader to 

agree with the themes presented by the author of the 

text.  

This study has been quite theoretical, but also prag-

matic, as these skills are easily transferable to a life 

lived through social media, where many authors, both 

purposefully and accidentally use design to persuade 

a reader into their way of thinking. It is hoped the stu-

dents will learn how to read this bias within the texts 

they see and not be influenced to take them at face 

value, but to be critical of the messages being thrown 

in their direction. 

 

YEAR 12 

ENGLISH  

Students have been quite interested in the topics we 

have covered. These have included the positives and 

negatives of social media, the treatment of Asian mi-

nority groups by the media, controversial speeches by 

global leaders, and amazingly powerful images. 

Then, of course, we had our big QCAA examination. 

The students practised quite a few of the older exami-

nations in preparation for the big day, honing their 

skills so the exam would seem less stressful. The day 

went off without a hitch and the students all complet-

ed the questions with plenty of time to spare. I was 

impressed with many of the answers provided and 

congratulate the Year Twelves on a job well done. 

 

Next term will also be a big term for all. We will start 

broadly with the theme of popular culture, then we 

will examine specific examples of popular culture in-

cluding music, film, comics and superheroes. This will 

culminate in an assessment about children’s television 

and how it represents itself to the broader Australian 

community. Then, by the end of term, we will be 

reading a text called “Looking for Alibrandi” by Me-

lina Marchetta to consider the role multiculturalism 

plays in Australian culture. This will be in preparation 

for the assessment in Term Four. 

Wishing you all a healthy and happy winter break. 

Bill and Sharon 
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SERVICE EDUCATION 

Service Education is all about taking time to help oth-

ers and in the process help ourselves to learn as well. 

Our students learn to grow within their own communi-

ty by connecting with others in a positive way and 

experience the joy, empathy and compassion that 

togetherness can bring. In Year 12 Service Learning 

this term we have been engaging with the staff and 

the furry-scaly residents of the Royal Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA). Our stu-

dents travelled to the RSPCA Centre in Wacol each 

week to befriend and support some of Brisbane’s 

homeless and lonely non-human friends.  

As we had all been to RSPCA before, we felt like old 

hands and soon enough, Daryl, the Centre’s Educa-

tion Officer had us engaged in all sorts of jobs around 

the centre. We visited the farm area, the donations 

shed, the cat hospital, the wildlife building and guin-

ea pig enclosures within a few short weeks and were 

always engaged in some activity or other.  

YEAR 12 SERVICE EDUCATION 

SERVICE EDUCATION 

Our ladies got stuck in and did a fantastic job, clear-

ing the floor within a half an hour, which impressed 

the staff from RSPCA no end. They said we had saved 

them hours of time.  

On one visit, we met up with the RSPCA Staff who 

took us to the donations shed, which had donations 

piled all over the floor. Our job was to sort out the do-

nations, place them in the correct locations on 

shelves and clean up the floor area. Most of the girls 

were involved in sorting out the dog jumpers – as 

these would now be needed in the cooler months to 

come. We had to separate out the better fitting 

jumpers and then stash them in different bins, de-

pending on size (what a great maths activity).  

We also had to take out the dog beds to the back of 

the shed, sort out the food bowls and pack them on 

shelves, remove the cat carriers and put them outside 

and finally sort the various other items like leads, har-

nesses, toys, and bird cages.  

Once we were done, we were treated to some time 

with the guinea pigs. There were in fact 76 for us to 

cuddle and play with. The squeals of glee from our 

students were infectious and shortly everyone was 

cuddling at least one guinea pig. Crystal had two in 

her lap. Our students all sat around and seemed 

completely enthralled with the little bundles of fur and 

did not realise they were in fact still working. The guin-

ea pigs need human socialisation, and our students 

were providing this in spades.  

I was very impressed with how our young ladies han-

dled themselves. They did not complain, and com-

pleted everything asked of them, with good humour 

and lovely manners. We should be proud of them. 
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YEAR 12 SERVICE EDUCATION 

SERVICE EDUCATION 

It was delightful to see the broad smiles and obvious 

joy the animals brought to our students. Our new 

RSPCA friends too seemed to be happy about the 

extra attention they were receiving. The volunteer 

work could only be described as a joy and a blessing 

for all concerned, skin, scales and fur alike. 

YEAR 12 SERVICE EDUCATION 

SERVICE EDUCATION 

The Senior Service Education students will be volun-

teering at Lighthouse Care, Loganholme next term. 

This is a charity organization which helps out struggling 

families with providing cheap groceries. Our young 

volunteers will provide sorting, bagging, cleaning, 

shelf rotation and other support for the organization in 

order to help out those less fortunate. 

I know we are all looking forward to another exciting 

term ahead and hope that our students will find fur-

ther meaning in the humble charitable efforts we pro-

vide to our community for Term 3.  

Rishi, Sharon and Bill 

On a side note, RSPCA are always looking for volun-

teers and donations. If you have some spare time 

and would like a wonderful, joyful and worthwhile 

experience, you too could volunteer and be part of 

the RSPCA family. Foster families are also needed 

for the many animals they receive each year.  

The Senior Service Learning students and staff are 

very grateful to the RSPCA for the experience, op-

portunity and guidance during our visits. A special 

thank you must go to Daryl Joy, for his inspiration, 

unwavering commitment and well thought out or-

ganization.  
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SENIORS SCIENCE 

The seniors have now completed their second 

assessment for the Crime Scene Investigation unit 

of their qualification. This term we had fun with 

our practical investigations into calculating and 

measuring blood volume, learning about and 

demonstrating blood splatters and experimenting 

with casting substrate prints. 

SENIORS SCIENCE 

CERTIFICATE II IN BUSINESS 

The Certificate II in Business gives students the 

opportunity to engage in and understand a 

range of business practices through a variety of 

real-life situations and simulated environments. 

This course engages students in learning activities 

which will allow them to develop an understand-

ing of various business skills such as creating word 

processing documents, development of business 

communication skills, work team and organisa-

tional skills and the creation of spreadsheets. The 

qualification is designed for people seeking a 

pathway into a variety of business-related occu-

pations. On completion of the certificate stu-

dents achieve 4 QCE points.   

 

The Year 12 students have had a busy Term 2.  

They started the term producing Spreadsheets 

for a fictitious business ‘Bounce Fitness’, prac-

ticed using office equipment, and have been 

working on a unit titled “Prepare to Work in a 

Business Office”.  This project prepares the stu-

dent to take on the role of Junior Administration 

Officer for a position at a fictious new Carinity 

School opening on the Northside. The project re-

quires them to apply for this position by respond-

ing to an advertisement, writing a cover letter 

and preparing a resume. The students were re-

quired to complete a Speed and Accuracy test 

showing that they could use appropriate key-

board skills with an accuracy of 98% or better. 

Every student in class has been able to demon-

strate this with speeds over 30 words a minute for 

most, well done. Students have been preparing 

a folio of Word Processing documents that high-

lighting their ability to use Microsoft Word. This 

project leads to the final business modules (to be 

started in Term 3) where they will work in a stimu-

lated office or the school library completing ‘real 

life’ tasks. 

CERTIFICATE II IN COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Certificate II in Community Services is a rec-

ognised qualification to become an introductory 

worker in the Community Services sector. Stu-

dents learn key skills in working with a diverse 

range of clients, building trust through effective 

communication, identifying, and responding to 

young people at risk, and managing first aid and 

safety in the workplace.  On completion of the 

certificate students achieve 4 QCE points.   

 

The Year 11s continued with work from earlier in 

the year working towards finishing the project 

titled ‘Welcome to Carinity’. Congratulations to 

CW for completing all tasks.  The other girls will 

soon have it finished.  The class started the sec-

ond project ‘Prepare to Work as a Youth Worker’. 

This examines the requirements to work in Health 

or Community Services. They will explore the role 

of a Youth Worker and research other career op-

tions in the Community Services sector.   The stu-

dents have also started their final unit ‘Getting 

Involved’ where the students focus on the bene-

fits of Volunteering.  Students have been going 

to Lighthouse Cares on a Friday afternoon as 

part of their Service Education.    

 

Although the Year 12s have moved onto the 

Business Certificate a couple of the students 

have been completing the module ‘Ensure the 

Health and Safety of Children’.  This has required 

them to spend time in an approved Child Care 

Centre.  Thank you to Glenda and her team at 

Footprints Child Care in Sunnybank for letting our 

girls experience the day in the life of a Child 

Care Worker.  The rest of the girls will complete 

this unit next term.   

VET  

VET  
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 SACS 

In Year 11 Social and Community Studies (SaCS) we 

have been working on our term theme of “Science 

and Technology”, which is a study about how science 

and technology is changing our world and creating a 

better existence for all of us. We started by looking at 

predictions of what science and technology could 

bring for us in the future. A brief look at the exciting 

world or robotics and artificial intelligence got us start-

ed, followed by a reflection of how science fiction 

often seems to be a prediction of the future. This was 

followed by a brief investigation into the history of 

communication and the improvements that technol-

ogy in this area has made to our lives. 

Students then completed an investigation into the 

problem of global warming and the future of energy, 

particularly in a carbon restrained world. A big part of 

this involved investigating better house designs for 

environmental and energy benefits. This formed the 

basis of the assignment and students created a house 

design model/diorama for improved energy benefits 

and then presented their findings to the class as a 

Power Point presentation. Some of the house designs 

were very futuristic and the models were fantastic. It 

was glue guns, cardboard, and paddle-pop sticks at 

ten paces for many lessons during the term as stu-

dents gradually built up their models. The work the 

students completed was very impressive and practi-

cal. I hope that one day, the designs the students 

came up with, might be created in reality.  

A big thank you must go out to Amanda and Neil for 

their contributions in materials and equipment for the 

creation of the models. Also, a thank you to all those 

others who helped with cutting cardboard and put-

ting up with our mess while creating the houses. 

SACS cont... 

Next term is all about “Arts and Community”. Various 

art styles will be studied and investigated for the 

power of bringing community together. The students 

will have to create their own art piece and explain in 

a written reflection how their artwork reveals their 

connection to their own community.  

Wishing all students and their families a healthy and 

happy winter break. 
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 

In Year 11 Essential English we have been working on 

our semester theme called “Words that Work”, which 

is a practical course on vocabulary and texts used in 

the world of work, beyond school. This term the stu-

dents have studied and investigated language and 

texts used in obtaining work, investigating occupa-

tions, and understanding careers.  

The focus has been about jobs, careers, and occupa-

tions of the twenty-first century. Students were given 

tasks including the completion of written documents 

such as resumes, application letters and on-line appli-

cations for jobs, as well as the investigation of careers 

that will still exist in the ever-changing workplace of 

the 21st century. 

The major focus for assessment has been on a presen-

tation about a chosen career. The students investigat-

ed one occupation they would like to have after 

school and explained how relevant that occupation 

would be in the 21st century. They worked on a re-

search journal, wrote a script and accompanying 

Power Point and then presented their occupation to 

the class. It has been very interesting to hear about all 

the various occupations the students would like to be 

involved with after school. 

Next term begins the second semester topic of “Texts 

and Human Experiences”. The students will be investi-

gating numerous biographical texts, including “The 

Happiest Refugee” by Anh Do, which we have al-

ready begun reading. After investigating other texts 

about the human experience of being a refugee, the 

students will be writing and performing a persuasive 

speech about the topic.  

Wishing you all a healthy and happy winter break. 

Bill and Lisa 

YEAR 11 YEAR 11 RECREATION 
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YEAR 10 

ENGLISH  

It has been a full term for Year 10 English, especially 

with the complicated tasks of writing essays, analysing 

different advertising techniques and completing two 

assessment pieces. For the first part of the term, we 

focused on an allegorical story called “The Rabbits”, 

written by John Marsden and illustrated by Shaun Tan. 

This picture book describes the historical colonisation 

of Australia through pictures, colours, symbols, and 

words. 

The outcome for the students was in the writing of an 

analytical essay based on “The Rabbits”. They devel-

oped the structure for their essay and then applied 

the elements from their analysis of the “The Rabbits” 

to a series of paragraphs. The concept of the essay 

was for the students to argue whether the text was 

really a children’s book or meant for an adult audi-

ence. 

The students learnt a great deal about essay structure 

and style, as well as TEEL paragraphing and it is 

hoped this will provide them with some of the skills 

needed to complete the senior Essential English pro-

gram, which they will start next year. 

Some students chose to complete an alternative as-

sessment on “The Rabbits” and submitted a structured 

book report on the text, instead of the essay. 

For the second half of the term, we have been learn-

ing about advertising, where the students investigat-

ed the many techniques used in persuading an audi-

ence to take some form of action on an issue. The 

students were mainly engaged in print and billboard 

advertising, but also extended to video ads featured 

by Woolworths, Coles, Cottees, Haribo Bears and oth-

ers.  

The students then developed their own advertising 

pitch for a controversial issue. Their brief was to create 

a bus stop or cinema poster to convince the general 

public to make a change in their behaviour. They had 

to think about both visual images and language de-

vices to fully develop the poster. The students were 

required to present their pitch to the class and explain 

the different techniques they would use to convince 

the audience to take action. Many topics were cho-

sen and included: climate change, homelessness, 

plastic pollution, animal rights, animal testing and 

smoking. 

YEAR 10 

ENGLISH  

The posters were fashioned very creatively, and stu-

dents presented their campaigns to the class, em-

phasizing why they developed the poster the way 

they did. Although the students did not enjoy this last 

part of the process, it did give them an outlet to ex-

press their own opinion about an issue that was clear-

ly of concern to them. 

Next term will be another busy one. We will start by 

investigating poetry and creating a blog post, about 

poetry, created by each student, using a program 

called Wix. This will be followed by a dramatic play 

analysis of the Shakespearean masterpiece called 

“The Merchant of Venice”. 

Wishing all our students and their families a healthy 

and happy winter holiday.  Bill and Mackenzie 

SCIENCE 

The Year 10 students have spent the term study-

ing Chemistry. They have identified patterns in 

atomic structure and the properties of elements 

and how these relate to the organisation of the 

Periodic Table. They used scientific knowledge of 

an atom’s electron arrangement to predict the 

formation of ions, and make predictions about 

the products of chemical reactions. They exam-

ined how scientific understanding of the atomic 

model has been refined over time and ex-

plained the role of technology in advancing this 

model.  We finished the term by balancing 

chemical equations, all the students did amazing 

work but I would like to particularly mention, and 

thank the hard work of Saturn, Emma and Sarah 

who pushed themselves to really excel in this ar-

ea. 
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Year ten students have been combining literacy 

with symbolic imagery working on a unit called 

‘music muse’ using the text from lyrics in their 

works. Firstly, the students chose a song and print-

ed out the lyrics and then chose an image that 

reflects the songs’ theme.  

JUNIOR ART YEAR 10 

The image is traced, and the pencil lines are 

filled with the song lyrics. Student’s chose are-

as to black out and chose their background 

colour to paint onto a canvas. Students de-

signed a drawn draft which was then trans-

ferred onto a final canvas artwork.  

For example, Saturn chose the song ‘Rebel 

Girl’ and produced an image of female em-

powerment using a fist inside the female sym-

bol, a passionate theme that Saturn explored 

for her strong views on the subject of female 

power. Thuy chose the song, and created a 

design using the text from the song inside a 

vintage game console, a youth’s past-time in 

a modern era. Sarah chose the song Porce-

lain – mxmtoon because it was quite relatable 

to her and found a broken porcelain dolls 

face. Her work reflected her personal place 

and due to it being so closely related to her, 

her final artwork was beautifully crafted.  

Students who completed their assessment 

project were rewarded with recycled records 

that some students painted their own chosen 

imagery. A fun and engaging activity to end 

the term.   By Bec M 
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YEAR 9 

MATHS 

The Year 9s have been developing their real world 

measurement skills, they have all worked exceedingly 

hard and have mastered the ability to calculate the 

area  of composite shapes and circles, they can also 

calculate the capacity, volume and total surface ar-

ea of cylinders. They will be required to build on this 

skill further in Year 10 math so feel free to pass them a 

tin of beans (or similar) every now and again and ask 

them to show their skills! 

 

YEAR 9 

SCIENCE   

This term we have been exploring the development 

of scientific ideas about atoms and their subatomic 

particles, protons, neutrons and electrons. We then 

moved on to examine historical development of the 

theory of plate tectonics, investigating geological 

processes involved in Earth movement. The class re-

searched the impact of tectonic events such as 

earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes on humans. We 

finished the term with a visit to the glasshouse moun-

tains to discuss their creation through tectonic events. 
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JUNIOR ART 

The Year 9 students have been developing their skills 

in mark-making experimentations from Term One. First 

they design their own personal healing mandalas by 

applying ink pens, colour pencils, water colour or 

acrylic paints into their images. This task guided them 

into stenciling in a quick one lesson of positive and 

negative print method. Then, that project led them 

into choosing their own spirit animal or animal that 

they favour and printed out silhouettes from the inter-

net to redesign into stencil works. The students cut out 

their stencils on stencil paper using a Stanley knife 

which is a tool that requires some practice to master.  

 They experimented with colour schemes with the 

stencils on paper before choosing their colours for a 

major work stenciling their image onto a painted can-

vas. Their works were titled and reflected within an 

artist statement for display. Bec M 
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scrambled eggs with all the trimmings! The stu-

dents ran the show, pitching in with all the neces-

sary jobs. A lovely afternoon to acknowledge 

many successes.  

Jess B 

WELLBEING 

To celebrate the end of term and to conclude the 

many conversations on comfort food, we cooked 

breakfast. The students researched the menu, cal-

culated quantities, and carried out the duties. The 

menu included German  pancakes with raspberry 

sauce, fresh juice and savoury  
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YEAR 7/8 

SCIENCE 

Supporting our learning on organisms, the Year 7 

& 8 Science class spent a day at the Jacob’s Well 

Environmental Education Centre.  Using nets, they 

caught small freshwater creatures, to sort, exam-

ine, identify and classify.  

 

They also learnt of the relationship between these 

creatures and water quality, by considering the 

impact of human activity and its subsequent im-

pact on the composition of living things.  High-

lights were using the microscope, checking the 

nesting boxes via camera apps and getting up 

and personal with the reptiles.  Jess B 
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MATHS  

The 7/8 Maths class collected, interpreted, ana-

lysed, and displayed data. We looked at how 

data is used to guide us regarding our present 

and future needs. Australian Bureau of Statistics 

website was of interest for this purpose. We 

watched the population change in real time 

and discovered that there is a Census this year.  

Did you know that? They analysed graphs on 

non-renewable energy and how the continuing 

and increasing use of some of these energies is 

harmful to people and the environment. The stu-

dents learnt how to calculate Mean and Range 

and identify Mode and Median. They can create 

Dot and Plot and Stem and Leaf graphs. Well 

done everyone!  

Julie C 

YEAR 7/8 
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RAW—GARDENING  
Our little group went to Bunnings and 

bought a vertical garden and some seed-

lings. We have spent the term planting and 

caring for the little seedling and now the 

flowers are gorgeous. Also, there are toma-

toes, lettuce, snow peas, capsicum and 

parsley. We also continued making up the 

Woolworths seed pots. The hope is we will 

soon get the all the plants in the gardens.  

Julie C 
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YEAR 7/8 

JUNIOR ART 

 

Junior students this term have been exploring mark 

making techniques producing a series of experi-

mental artworks applying printmaking methods. 

The Year 7 & 8 students have been working with pro-

cesses of stamping and relief printing. To start the 

term, we played with recycled objects to create inter-

esting prints such as stamping leaves, flowers, feathers 

and random materials. We spent a lesson inking 

stuffed teddy bears and transferring the texture of the 

toy onto cards using block ink. The results are amazing 

and magical, instant prints quickly produced in a 

short lesson. They completed the term with producing 

a series of edited prints applying a relief method using 

lino plates. They each designed and drew an image 

reflecting a sea animal and practiced printing on 

card and calico bags.  Bec M 
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As we move forward with the year, it has become apparent that there are some misconceptions out there 

about the fewer risks that come with vaping vs smoking. Please see some current information about the adverse 

effects of vaping.  

Resources for Parents About Vaping  

In 2018, roughly 1 in 5 high school students reported using e-cigarettes — and as more and more young people 

begin vaping, their parents are becoming more and more concerned about the health risks. Agencies such as 

the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Surgeon General made it clear that vaping is 

not safe for teenagers. For this reason, parents are encouraged to seek out resources and have an honest con-

versation with their children about the dangers of vaping.  

What Parents Need to Know About Vaping  

E-cigarettes and other vape products are actively marketed as a safer alternative to smoking tobacco ciga-

rettes.  

Vape products are available in fun flavours and come in colourful packaging. This, along with their sleek, easy-

to-conceal design, has led to a dangerous vaping epidemic among young people.  

Popular vape products look similar to USB drives used by high school students for schoolwork.  

The truth is: Vaping is dangerous — especially for those under the age of 25 since their brains are still developing. 

Additionally, quitting vaping may be difficult due to the high amounts of addictive nicotine in the devices.  

According to the National Institutes of Health (NIH), only 13% of teens know that vape contains nicotine. Manu-

facturers don’t have to report what is in an e-cigarette, so many believe it is just flavouring.  

Dangers of vaping include:   Asthma, Brain development issues, broken bones, burns, scarring, seizures, strokes 

Parents should have honest and gentle conversations with their children about the dangers of vaping and pro-

vide resources to help them quit. Your child doesn’t have to be a victim of a vaping injury or illness.  

Is My Child Addicted to Vaping?  

Today’s vaping devices are often small and easy to conceal from parents and teachers. However, there are a 

few warning signs parents can look for if they believe their child is addicted to vaping.  

Signs of vaping addiction may include:  

• Equipment:  Vaping replicates smoking by heating a liquid inside a device, producing a vapor that is in-

haled. While the method is uniform across devices, there are literally hundreds of brands and different de-

vices on the market.  

• Unfamiliar packages or online purchases: Buying online is a common way that teens will get vaping devic-

es.  

• Odours: Vaping produces a much gentler smell than cigarette smoke, however, some vape flavours have 

familiar smells, such as chocolate cake or bubble gum.  

• Increased thirst/nose bleeds: Vaping e-liquid chemicals can cause dry mouth or harm nasal passages, 

leading to thirst and nose bleeds.  

• Decreased caffeine use: One of the side effects of vaping is caffeine sensitivity. A loss of interest in energy 

drinks may be a result of vaping . 

• Vaping slang: A whole subculture has risen around vaping, including new slang and jargon. Text 

messages might include words like “atty,” referring to the device’s atomizer, or “sauce,” referring 

to the device’s e-liquid or e-juice.   

• Changes in appearance and behaviour: Smoking marijuana through a vape device causes the same ef-

fects as traditional consumption: increased appetite, mood changes, and bloodshot eyes.  
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What Are the Health Risks of Vaping?  

While vaping is commonly believed to be safer than smoking traditional cigarettes, it still carries many  health 

risks.  

Health risks of vaping include:   

Nicotine addiction: The nicotine contained in e-cigarettes is still addictive. This is particularly the case for young, 

developing brains.  

Toxic chemical exposure: The chemicals involved in vaping are dangerous, both externally (through skin con-

tact) and if accidentally or intentionally ingested. Respiratory illnesses like asthma are irritated and worsened 

by vaping.  

Battery explosions: Devices have been known to cause serious injuries, such as burns, broken bones, and disfig-

urement, by exploding.  

  

You can help protect your child from these health risks by understanding the warning signs of vaping’s dangers, 

such as nicotine addiction.  

How to Protect My Child From the Dangers of Vaping  

The easiest way to protect your child from a dangerous vaping addiction is to have an honest conversation 

before vaping starts. If your child has already started vaping, education and encouragement may help curb 

the habit.  

Here’s how to get started:    

Know the facts: Discerning the facts from fiction helps establish your authority and knowledge. It is also im-

portant that you accurately present the risks associated with vaping.  

Talk to your child: Find conversation openers when you drive past a vape shop or see someone vaping. Start 

with non-confrontational, open-ended questions like, “what do you think about vaping?”   

Understand why:  Most kids start vaping for many of the same reasons as any addictive behavior: boredom, 

peer pressure, or anxiety. Sometimes there are more deep-seated issues, though, and vaping fills a self-

medicating need. Get to the root of the problem with questions like, “how does vaping make you feel?”   

Talk about expectations: Make it clear why you don’t think your child should vape, including the associated 

health risks.   

Roleplay: Citing a list of health risks may not help your child in a peer pressure situation. Roleplay situations with 

your child to help them practice saying “no” when someone offers them a vape and work through a difficult 

confrontation.   

 

https://www.vapedanger.com/parents/   

 

VAPING OR SMOKINGLE 
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Carinity Education Southside 

is Child Safe 

Lyndsey Sharp 

Deputy Principal 

Julie Roffmann 

 

Therapeutic & Wellness Leader 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE SAFE 

Here at Carinity Education Southside, every child has the right to feel safe; at home, at 

school and when they are out in the community.  

No one has the right to make you feel unsafe. 

This means they cannot abuse you, physically or sexually; they cannot harass you or  

intimidate you, and the adults who are taking care of you cannot neglect you or  

knowingly put you in harm’s way.  

Remember, a safe adult will never ask you to keep a secret that makes you feel  

uncomfortable, and they won’t threaten you to keep you silent. 

 

WHAT CAN I DO IF I FEEL UNSAFE AT HOME, SCHOOL OR IN THE COMMUNITY? 

Tell someone!!! 

Here at Carinity Education Southside you will be listened too and you will be believed. 

 

WHO CAN I GO TO IF I AM UNSAFE? 

Your designated Child Protection Officers. 

If you have any concerns or worries, you can speak in confidence to one of our 

Child Protection Officers. 



 

 42 

Every young woman has a right to education 

Carinity Education Southside 

153 Lister Street, Sunnybank QLD 4109 

Call 07 3423 7499 

Email southside@carinity.qld.edu.au 

Visit carinity.qld.edu.au 


