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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Term 1 Wrap-Up 

Challenges don’t come much bigger than the current state of the world at present with the COVID-19 

pandemic. Responding to the ‘new normal’ of everyday life with social distancing, regular hygiene activities 

and staying home as opposed to a Saturday breakfast at one of Hervey Bays fantastic cafes, becomes quite 

confronting.  

 

In my 15 years at Carinity Education Glendyne, I have not had a term 1 that has finished with so much anxiety 

and unbalance, compared to previous end of terms in past years. However, like all challenges they will come 

and then disappear. I pray, that we maintain the calm and look forward to some rest during the Easter break. 

Let’s not forget Gods provision in all these trials, as we recognise that Easter is about Jesus Christ, his death, his 

burial, and resurrection that promises eternal life to all that believe.  

  
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 

The important and positive news is, while the term has been busy, it has been great. The school wide adoption 

of uniforms by all students has been very successful. The mobile phone ban has been successful with most 

students, with just a few who continue to bring them to school and end up being caught. Technology is great, 

but it is about teaching students that there is a time and place for technology, and it must be used responsibly. 

Thank you to all parents and guardians who have supported this change.  

 

The change to the Friday program in 2020 has been successful this year with the personal best day improving 

attendance and engagement. The volunteer program reports that the work done by those students 

volunteering with the Fraser Coast Council could possibly end up with offers of employment if they complete 

their certificate 2 courses by the end of 2020. All students involved with the volunteer programs are sending a 

positive image about themselves, their work ethic and the school into the wider community.  

 

Our partnership with the Fraser Coast Council continues to develop, and this term we have established a wildlife 

sanctuary onsite at Glendyne. The students involved with the Conservation and Land Management course are 

working with the Council to improve animal and plant life. Glendyne has also be successful securing a local 

Council grant to assist the development of this project, and the installation of native beehives that are 

necessary for plant health. Thank you to the Fraser Coast Council for their support. 
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While on the topic of community support. It has been fantastic in such a time of trial, to know that our stu-

dents and families are still being supported by businesses who are struggling, and volunteer organisations 

that are oversubscribed and in demand. One such organisation is Victory church of Maryborough, who 

have throughout this term provided volunteer work experience opportunities for students and provided 

much needed food hampers to families in need.   
 

School Captains 

Earlier this term we appointed two new school Vice Cap-

tains for 2020. Congratulations to: 

 

• Jett Mann  

• Imogen Steer. 

 

They will both assist our school captain, Kayla Hunter for 

the remainder of 2020 and be our Captains for 2021.  

Child Protection 

Child protection is very important part of our school policies. Unfortunately, at times we must report matters 

of harm that are identified or disclosed to us by children. This is law, and we are mandated to report such 

matters.  

 

Carinity Education Glendyne’s website has the policies, procedures and risk management strategies avail-

able for you to read, and the documents can be found here https://www.glendyne.qld.edu.au/media/

publications/.  

 

These documents can also be obtained from our administration office during business hours. 

 
Do you have enough data for online learning? 

Our Deputy Principal, Brian and Curriculum Lead, Maddie have been busy developing an online remote 

learning option for students to access learning from home. More about this in the news from the Deputy 

Principal below.  

 

You will need data. As you know, data in the past has been expensive. However, as Australia recognises 

that working and learning from home is possibly going to be the only option in the coming months, most 

internet and data providers (e.g, Telstra, Optus, Aussie, etc) are offering unlimited data as a free addition 

to your current data plans. If you need extra data, contact your provider and ask for this assistance.  

 
Term 2 

We expect that school will not be closed in term 2. The government is very supportive in keeping schools 

open. However, things change, and during the Vacation period the school administration will send out up-

dates to keep you informed of any changes that may occur.   

 

The plan is, school will resume as normal on Tuesday the 21st of April, unless otherwise advised.  

 

Have a happy Easter.  

 

 

https://www.glendyne.qld.edu.au/media/publications/
https://www.glendyne.qld.edu.au/media/publications/
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

So, what is remote learning? 

As we navigate the current health crisis, remote leaning is how students who are at home can stay 

connected with their teachers and trainers. Staying connected with school is vital to ensure stu-

dents continuity of learning. This is achieved by creating daily routines and short blocks of learning. 

Whilst remote learning utilizes the benefits of technology it is not about spending the full day on a 

screen or device. 

 

Whilst every school and state have their own versions of remote learning, ours is focused on a few 

key areas utilizing Microsoft TEAMS as our main learner management system. For Glendyne, remote 

learning aims to achieve the following. 

 

• Maintain connections between teachers, trainers, youth workers and students. Just like we do at 

school we will do morning check ins as PC classes to see how students are going.  

 

• Continue learning and provide opportunities for students to ask questions, have subject related 

discussions and receive explicit help with assessment. We are aiming to keep this process simple 

for specific key areas of learning. A remote learning timetable has been developed to allow 

these interactions to happen as a class and provide an opportunity for students to tell us what is 

and isn’t working for them.  

 

• Provide students with learning resources, links to information and teacher / trainer developed 

videos and assessment that can be completed self-paced by students whilst at home. Students 

can compete and submit tasks and receive feedback from their teachers and trainers via daily 

and weekly learning plans or assignments. 

 

I want to emphasis that this learning is not just screen time. In addition to maintaining the formal 

connection to their learning, it is important that students have time to read, exercise and do wellbe-
ing activities such as cooking and art whilst at home. The key message for students is to stay con-

nected with their learning and with the school. It is also an ideal opportunity to become more in-

volved in your child’s learning and share this learning together. It can be as simple as just reading a 

book together. 

 

I will be sending out more updates and information guides around remote learning, so please take 

the time to read and ensure that your child understands. 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

Reflections on the Corona Virus Epidemic 

As we head towards our term break, our lives are changing daily. Our Prime Minister said recently 

that as a country we face our biggest challenge since the 2nd world war some 80 years ago. 

No one at this stage can predict the damage the virus will cause in terms of human and financial 

costs nor can anyone be certain when it will finish. 

 

2,000 years ago the Apostle Paul wrote to a young man named Timothy, a member of the early 

Christian church at a time when followers of Jesus were being arrested, put in prison or executed. 

His words can be an encouragement to us at this time when he said "God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity (fear), but a spirit of power, love and self-discipline". 

 

In breaking this verse down, the last thing God wants for us is to be 'overcome with fear'. Instead of 

being swamped and paralyzed by the constant barrage of bad news, 'a spirit of power' freely giv-

en by him can mobilize and energise us to respond in positive ways to the crisis. 'Love in these cir-

cumstances can take the form of how we can help our families, friends, neighbours and our coun-

try to overcome this. 'Self-discipline' is important in regards to doing as the medical authorities have 

advised in order to keep everyone safe and to develop a healthy household routine that maintains 

good physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. 

 

It may be helpful to differentiate between what you can control and what is beyond your control. 

 

I CANNOT CONTROL (so I can let go of these things): 

 

• If others follow the rules of social distancing 

• The actions of others 

• Predicting what will happen 

• How long this will last 

• How others are reacting or will react if the situation worsens 

• Who will be infected 

• The amount of toilet paper available in the stores. 

 

I CAN CONTROL (so I can focus on these things): 

 

• My own social distancing 

• My positive attitude based on gratitude 

• Turning off from the world (news, phone) to recharge and reset 

• Connecting with family and friends in new ways eg FaceTime and 

Zoom 

• Limiting my social media 

• My kindness and love extended to others 

• Finding fun or satisfying things to do (at home or open spaces) eg, taking on a project, walking, 

riding, paddling, home gym, board games, reading, further study for qualifications, volunteering 

• Adopting a healthy routine that fits in with the rest of the household all living together (to avoid 

cabin fever). 
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Living with misplaced anxiety and fear only magnifies the negative whereas Gratitude and Love 

magnifies the positive. 

 

We have much to be grateful for, living in what is truly the lucky country. We have the best medical 

services in the world to look after us as the crisis worsens. Our country already produces a substan-

tial excess of food so no one should go hungry. 

 

Bible Verse from Philippians 4:6-7 "Do not be anxious about anything , but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known to God. And the peace of God 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus". 

 

Closing Prayer 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake particularly 

medical workers. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable especially older folk. 

May we who have to cancel trips remember those who are trapped so far from home. 

May we who are confined to or are working  from home remember those who have no home. 

May we who have a financial safety net remember those who have no provision to buy the neces-

sities of life. 

As fear grips our country let us choose love, gratitude and courage to face it head on. 

 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 

each other let us find ways to be loving towards our family, neigh-

bours and friends. Amen 

 

May God bless you and keep you and your loved ones safe. 

 

PHOTO GALLERY 

Our new permanent chicken coop is almost complete. 

HPV training is coming along nicely. 

Fishing on the pier. We throw our 

catches back. 


